Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Policy
Chesterton Community College
Introduction
This policy complies with the legal requirements set out in Part 3 of the Children and
Families Act (2014) and the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Code of Practice
0-25 (2014) and has been written with reference to the Schools SEN Information Report
Regulations (2014), the Equality Act (2010), the Teachers’ Standards (2012) and the
Governors’ Handbook (2015).
This policy should be read together with the Special Educational Needs and Disability
(SEND) Information on the College website, our Accessibility Plan, our policy for
Supporting Students at School with Medical Conditions, our Equality information and our
Teaching and Learning Policy. This information forms Chesterton Community College’s
contribution to the Local Authority’s Local Offer. The local offer provides information on
what services children, young people and their families can expect from a range of local
agencies, including education, health and social care and can be found here:
http://www4.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20136/special_educational_needs_and_disabiliti
es/549/about_cambridgeshires_local_offer
This Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy has been created by the
Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCo) (Lynsey Rooker) in liaison with the
member of the Senior Leadership Team with responsibility for SEND (Lucy Scott), the
Assistant SENCo – SEN Specialist (Joanne Burroughes) and the SEN Governor
(Shelley Lockwood). It was discussed at the Teaching and Learning Committee of the
Governing Body and approved by the Full Governing Body before publication on the
website.
Our SENCo has completed the NASENCo award to comply with clause 64 of the
Children and Families Act (2014)
As well as complying with legislation, this policy reflects important aspects of our College
ethos, in particular, using our best efforts to work together to support all students to
realise their potential. Teachers, students, parents and carers are consulted and
involved when necessary and appropriate of our SEN provision.
Definitions: what do we mean by special educational needs and/ or a disability
(SEND)?
At Chesterton, we use the definitions for special educational needs and for disability
from the SEND Code of Practice (2014):
‘A child or young person has special educational needs if he or she has a learning
difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or
her. A learning difficulty or disability is a significantly greater difficulty in learning
than the majority of others of the same age. Special educational provision means
educational or training provision that is additional to, or different from, that made
generally for others of the same age in a mainstream setting in England.’

‘Many children and young people who have SEN may have a disability under the
Equality Act 2010 – that is ‘…a physical or mental impairment which has a long-term
and substantial adverse effect on their ability to carry out normal day-to-day
activities’. This definition includes sensory impairments such as those affecting sight or
hearing, and long-term health conditions such as asthma, diabetes, epilepsy, and
cancer.’
Some students will have additional needs which may have an effect on their progress
and attainment in school but which do not mean they have special educational needs or
disabilities (SEND). Examples of these include:





having English as an additional language (EAL);
receiving the Pupil Premium Grant (PPG);
being a Looked After Child;
being the child of a Serviceman or Servicewoman.

Poor behaviour, including attendance and punctuality, is no longer identified as a need,
but as a response to an underlying need which the school will seek to identify and
address.

Aims of this policy:
The aims of our special educational needs and disability policy and practice are:










to ensure that every student in our care realises their potential;
to ensure that children and young people with SEND are able to participate fully
whenever possible in the activities of the school alongside students who do not
have SEND;
to use our best endeavours to secure special educational provision for students
for whom this is required, that is “additional to and different from” that provided to
all students through Quality First Teaching and within the differentiated
curriculum;
to work in partnership with parents, carers and students by requesting, monitoring
and responding to their views;
to ensure a high level of staff expertise to meet student needs, through welltargeted continuing professional development;
to make reasonable adjustments for those with a disability by taking action to
increase access to the curriculum, the environment and to printed information for
all;
to support students with medical conditions to achieve full inclusion in all school
activities by meeting their medical needs in consultation with health and social
care professionals;
to work in cooperative and productive partnership with the Local Authority and
other outside agencies, to ensure there is a multi-professional approach to
meeting the needs of all vulnerable learners.

Admission to Chesterton Community College of students with known special
educational needs and/ or disabilities
Children with special educational needs but without an Education, Health and Care Plan
(EHCP) are welcome to apply for a place at our school, in line with the school
admissions policy. If a place is available, we will undertake to use our best endeavours,
in partnership with parents, to make the provision required to meet the SEN of students
at this school.
For children with an EHCP, parents have the right to request a particular school and the
local authority must comply with that preference and name the school or college in the
EHCP unless the school would be unsuitable for the age, ability, aptitude or SEN of the
child or young person or, the attendance of the child or young person there would be
incompatible with the efficient education of others or the efficient use of resources.
Before making the decision to name our school in a child’s EHCP, the local authority will
send the governing body a copy of the EHCP and then consider their comments very
carefully before a final decision on placement is made. In addition, the local authority
must also seek the agreement of school where the draft EHCP sets out any provision to
be delivered on their premises that has been secured through a direct payment
(personal budget).
Parents of a child with an EHCP also have the right to seek a place at a special school if
it they consider that their child’s needs can be better met in specialist provision.
Identifying SEND: how do we know when a student at Chesterton may need
additional or different teaching and support?
We know students may need additional support for their special educational needs if:
• it is clear that a student is not making expected levels of progress under SEND
guidelines
All students have individual targets set in line with national outcomes. Parents are
informed of these via the reporting system and also at events such as parents’ evenings.
Students’ attainments are tracked using the whole school tracking system and those
failing to make expected levels of progress are identified very quickly. These students
are then discussed in termly progress meetings that are undertaken between the subject
teacher and an appropriate member of staff, and, if appropriate, the student themselves.
Additional action to increase the rate of progress will be then identified and recorded that
will include a review of the impact of the differentiated or adapted teaching being
provided to the student, and if required, provision to the teacher of additional strategies
to further support the success of the student. Where it is decided during this early
discussion that special educational provision is required to support increased rates,
parents will be informed that the school considers their child may require SEN support
and their partnership sought in order to improve attainments.
• observation of the student indicates that they have additional needs in one or more of
the four broad areas of need: communication and interaction; cognition and learning;
social, emotional and mental health; sensory/physical;

• screening, such as that completed on entry or as a result of a concern being raised
(using screening tools and tests such as CAT4, Wiat II, WRAT and WRIT), indicates
gaps in knowledge and/or skills;
• concerns are raised by parents/carers, external agencies, teachers, or the student’s
previous school, regarding a student’s level of progress or inclusion;
• a student asks for help.

Our SEN provision: how do we meet the needs of students at Chesterton with
special educational needs and/ or disabilities?
At Chesterton we believe that high quality teaching, appropriately differentiated or
adapted for the diverse needs of all learners, is the first step in responding to possible
special educational needs. Teachers plan using students’ achievement levels,
differentiating tasks to ensure progress for every student in the classroom. This is in
accordance with the Teacher’s Standards (2012) which state that it is every teacher’s
responsibility to “adapt teaching to respond to the strengths and needs of all pupils” and
with the SEN Code of Practice (2014): “teachers are responsible and accountable for the
progress and development of the pupils in their class, even where pupils access support
from teaching assistants or specialist staff”.
When it appears that a student may need additional or different support, we follow the
approach outlined in the SEN Code of Practice (2014) which recommends a four-stage
cycle of action, known as ‘Assess – Plan – Do – Review’, in which the curriculum and
the learning environment will be further adapted by the class teacher to reduce barriers
to learning and enable the student to learn more easily. These adaptations may include
strategies suggested by the SENCo/Assistant SENCo and/or external specialists and, if
appropriate, provision of specialised equipment or resources.
During their time at school, students are able to enter and exit this cycle of action,
according to their needs and progress. So if, at a review stage, a student has made
sufficient progress in their specific area of need that they no longer require provision that
is different from or additional to normal high quality teaching, they will, following
discussion with the student and parents or carers, if necessary, no longer be categorised
as having SEN support and will return to having their progress monitored within the
mainstream of students without SEN. If, at a review stage, a student has not made
expected progress, despite the school having taken action to identify, assess and meet
the SEN needs of the student, the school and/ or the parents, carers and student may
request an Education, Health and Care Plan needs assessment by the Local Authority.
This may be the case for a very small number of students, whose needs are significant
and complex and the SEN support required to meet their needs cannot reasonably be
provided from within the school’s own resources. If this assessment leads to the student
having an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP, formerly known as a Statement of
Special Educational Need), the Local Authority must review the plan at least once a
year. Schools have a duty to cooperate in this process and so we hold the review
meetings and complete the appropriate paperwork in school.

Assess-Plan-Do-Review
Assess: Data on the student held by the school will be collated by the class/subject
teacher in order to make an accurate assessment of the student’s needs. Parents will
always be invited to this early discussion to support the identification of action to improve
outcomes. Where appropriate, advice may also be sought at this stage from external
support services, including health and social services and community and voluntary
organisations.
Plan: If assessment indicates that additional and/or different support is required, then
the views of all involved, including the parents or carers and the student, will be obtained
and appropriate evidence-based interventions identified. In addition, the school will
involve external agencies, as appropriate, for advice on meeting the needs of students
with SEND and in further supporting their families. Resources, strategies and
approaches will also be discussed with the student and parents or carers at this stage
and they will be directed to the SEND Information pages on the College website which
contain advice, including links to a number of useful sites and organisations, for parents
and students to help them with supporting their learning at school and at home.
Do: SEN support will be recorded on an individual plan that will identify a clear set of
expected outcomes, which will include stretching and relevant academic and
developmental targets (this may including for young people, targets around preparing for
adulthood) that take into account parents’ aspirations for their child. This plan will be
implemented by the class/subject teachers with advice from the SENCo/Assistant
SENCo. Parents and the student will also be consulted on the actions they can take to
support attainment of the desired outcomes. This will be recorded and a date made for
reviewing attainment. The contents of this plan are shared with all relevant subject
teachers and tutors, so everyone who teaches the student is aware of their needs. We
comply with the Data Protection and Freedom of Information Act.
Review: Progress towards these outcomes will be tracked and reviewed regularly with
the parents and the student; information is shared termly through feedback regarding
EHCP/ Statement of SEN and support reviews but also through the school reporting
system and parents’ evenings. Parents can email and/or arrange an appointment with
the form tutor, a subject teacher, the SENCo/Assistant SENCo or progress support
workers who are working with their child whenever they feel concerned or have
information they would like to share which might be relevant to their child’s success
Accessibility and Inclusion: how do we meet the needs of our students with
disabilities?
In accordance with our duties under the Equality Act (2010), we make reasonable
adjustments (such as auxiliary aids and services) for students with a disability (including
sensory impairments and long-term health conditions) to help them overcome any
disadvantage experienced in school and increase their access to the taught curriculum.
Where appropriate, students with medical needs will be provided with a detailed Health
Care Plan, compiled in partnership with the Head of House, school nurse and parents or
carers and, if appropriate, the student themselves. Staff who volunteer to administer and
supervise medications will complete formal training and be verified by the school nurse
as being competent. All medicine administration procedures adhere to the LA policy and
Department of Education (DfE) guidelines included within ‘Supporting students at school

with medical conditions (DfE) 2014’ and identified in the school Medicine Administration
Policy.
Risk assessments are carried out and procedures are put in place to enable all students
to participate in all school activities and the school ensures it has sufficient staff
expertise to ensure that no student with SEND is excluded from any school provided
activity.
In the last three years the school environment has been adapted in the following ways:
 a disabled parking spot has been marked next to the school reception;
 all steps have been edged with yellow so that they are easier for those with visual
impairments to negotiate;
 ramps have replaced the two steps into school;
 one toilet has been adapted for disabled use;
 a medical room has been provided in order to enable a safe place for insulin
testing/injections;
 an inclusion room has been developed to improve inclusion in the mainstream
classrooms for vulnerable students.
Our Accessibility Plan describes the actions the school has taken to increase access to
the environment, the curriculum and to printed information is available via the school
website here:
Funding: how are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s
special educational needs?
The school receives funding to respond to the needs of students with SEND from a
number of sources including:




a proportion of the funds allocated per student to the school to provide for their
education called the Age Weighted Student Unit;
the Notional SEN budget which is a fund devolved to schools to support them to
meet the needs of students with SEND;
additional educational needs funding from the Local Authorities High Needs SEN
Funding allocation (only available for those students with the most complex
needs).

This funding is then used to provide the equipment and facilities to support students with
special educational needs and disabilities. The range of support offered is identified on
the provision maps which are available to view on the school website. These target the
four broad areas of need: communication and interaction, cognition and learning, social,
emotional and mental health, sensory and/or physical.
For students with SEN but without an Education Health and Care Plan or Statement of
Special Educational Need, the decision regarding the support provided will be taken at
joint meetings with the SENCo/Assistant SENCo, class teacher and parent.
For students with an Education Health and Care Plan or Statement of Special
Educational Need, this decision will be reached in agreement with parents when the
EHCP is being produced or at an annual review.

For some students with an Education, Health and Care Plan, funding can be made
available to parents or carers as a personal budget for them to commission their own
provision for their child under certain conditions.
If parents wish to discuss the options available for their child, at a time other than at the
joint review meetings or parents’ evenings, they are welcome to make an appointment to
see the form tutor/subject teacher, SENCo/Assistant SENCo or a member of the Senior
Leadership Team.

Training: what training do our teachers receive in providing support for students
with special educational needs and/or disabilities?
Our SENCo has completed the NASENCo award to comply with clause 64 of the
Children and Families Act (2014)
Our Assistant SENCo/SEN Specialist has the SpLD PATOSS practicing certificate, BPS
psychometric assessments certificate, Hornsby SPLD diploma, Steve Chins Dysclaculia,
Madeleine Portwood Dyspraxia, Foundation degree Psychology.
Our SEND Governor attends Local Authority briefings and training sessions with specific
relevance to SEND issues as well as some national events organised by the National
Association for Special Educational Needs (NASEN).
The school have regular termly CPD sessions for both teaching and support staff which
focus on the school’s priorities and the needs of the students.
In the last two years awareness training has also been provided to all staff on how to
support students











with dyslexia and literacy difficulties;
on the autistic spectrum;
with visual/hearing impairment;
with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder (ADHD);
with social, emotional and mental health difficulties;
with speech, language and communication difficulties
Quality First Teaching
Dyspraxia
Supporting students with MLD
Supporting students with exam access arrangements.

The school has regular visits from SEN specialist teachers who provide advice to staff
support the success and progress of individual students and the NHS Speech Language
Therapist visits to assess and plan support for targeted students.

Transitions: how do we support students with SEND when joining our school and
when moving on to the next stage after leaving Chesterton at 16?
A number of strategies are in place to enable effective transition into Chesterton:
• a planned introduction programme is delivered in the summer term to support transfer
for students starting school in September;
• parent/carers are invited to a meeting at the school and are provided with a range of
information to support them in enabling their child to settle into the school routine;
• the SENCo meets with all new parents of students who are known to have SEND to
allow concerns to be raised and solutions to any perceived challenges to be located
prior to entry;
• if students are transferring from another setting during the school year, the previous
school records will be requested immediately and a meeting set up with parents to
identify and reduce any concerns.
To help with moving on to the next stage after Chesterton we








include a focus on preparing for adulthood, including employment, independent
living and participation in society in all reviews of Education, Health and Care
Plans (EHCP) or Statements of Special Educational Need from at least Year 9
onwards;
follow the guidance in ‘Careers guidance and inspiration in schools: Statutory
guidance for governing bodies, school leaders and school staff (April 2014)’ to
secure independent careers guidance for all Year 8-13 students to cover
information on the full range of education or training options, including
apprenticeships and other vocational pathways;
encourage parents, carers and students to use the website of the National
Careers Service which offers information and professional advice about
education, training and work to people of all ages
(https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk) and to examine options identified in
the local offer published by the local authority which sets out details of SEN
provision (including the full range of post-16 options) and support available to
children and young people with SEN and disabilities to help them prepare for
adulthood, including getting a job.
An inclusion area to support students with severe SEMH

Well-being: what support do we offer to students with SEND for their overall wellbeing?
Students with special educational needs and/ or disabilities may need additional support
for their general well-being in school. We offer a wide variety of pastoral support for
students including



a pastoral House system with vertical tutoring and targeted tutor time/ mentoring
program
an evaluated Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PHSE) curriculum which
aims to provide students with the knowledge, understanding and skills they need
to enhance their emotional and social knowledge and well-being (details available
on the College website);





small group evidence-led interventions to support student’s well-being for
targeted students and groups;
alternative small group opportunities within the school for students who find
outside class times difficult, to develop their social interaction skills.
school nurse support at the school, available twice weekly

The school has gained Healthy School status which evidences the work undertaken
within the school to support students’ well-being and mental health.
Working together: how do we work with parents and carers of children with
special educational needs and/ or disabilities?
Parents should be aware of and feel involved in the provision of support for their child
with special educational needs and disabilities at Chesterton. Our ‘Assess-Plan-DoReview’ model of action includes consultation with parents and carers and students
when necessary and appropriate.
If parents have any concerns at all about their child’s learning and/or well-being in
school they should contact their child’s form tutor in the first instance or a subject
teacher if the issue is specific to a particular subject. This may result in a referral to the
SENCo.
Parents and carers may also contact the SENCo (Lynsey Rooker
lrooker@chesterton.cambs.sch.uk), the Assistant SENCo/SEN Specialist (Joanne
Burroughes jburroughes@chesterton.cambs.sch.uk), the SEN Governor (Shelley
Lockwood SENGovernor@chesterton.cambs.sch.uk) or the Head Teacher (Lucy Scott
lscott@chesterton.cambs.sch.uk) directly by email to arrange a meeting, when
appropriate.
Our College website has a SEND Information section giving advice, information and
links to support parents, carers and students.
Our school has half termly meetings for parents and carers of children and young people
with SEND. All are invited to attend these termly meetings to raise issues of concern and
to ensure the school provision is responsive to student and family needs. Minutes of
these meetings can be viewed on our website.
The SENCo/Assistant SENCo, or member of SLT with responsibility for SEND or the
SEND Governor will be available to talk to informally at parents’ evening.

In Cambridgeshire, the Parent Partnership Service (PPS) offers independent advice and
support to parents and carers of all children and young people with SEND:
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/pps.
The PPS will also provide information on how to access an Independent Supporter for
those parents whose children are being assessed for an EHCP. Independent Supporters
aim to provide guidance to parents regarding the EHCP process. A FAQ factsheet on
Independent Supporters is located here:
http://issuu.com/councilfordisabledchildren/docs/guidance_to_parents_on_is/11?e=1259
0652/9108233

If parents or carers remain dissatisfied after speaking and/or meeting informally with
relevant members of staff, a formal complaint may be made by completing the Formal
Complaint Form in the school’s Complaints Procedure available on the website or from
the school office.
Parents who are unhappy with the Local Authority or school responses to their child’s
SEND may also seek mediation from the regional mediation services:
http://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20136/special_educational_needs_and_disabilitie
s/528/education_health_and_care_plan/3

Parents and carers can also appeal to the Government’s SEND tribunal if you disagree
with the Local Authority’s decisions about your child’s special educational needs. You
can also appeal to the tribunal if the school or council has discriminated against your
disabled child. Information on this process is available here https://www.gov.uk/specialeducational-needs-disability-tribunal/overview

Monitoring and Evaluation of SEND provision: How do we know that we are
meeting the needs of our students with SEND?
In addition to the individual cycle of action (Assess-Plan-Do-Review), SEN provision and
the progress and attainment of students with special educational needs and/or
disabilities is monitored and evaluated in a number of ways, including:








classroom observation by the senior leadership team, the SENCo, governors and
external verifiers;
ongoing assessment of progress made by students with SEND;
work sampling and scrutiny of planning to ensure effective matching of work to
student need;
teacher meetings with the SENCo/Assistant SENCo to provide advice and
guidance on meeting the needs of students with SEND;
student and parent feedback on the quality and effectiveness of interventions
provided;
analysis of the attendance and behaviour records of students with SEND;
monitoring of funding and training/ continuing professional development (CPD).

Appendix 1

[SEND FAQ s
[Q1: Who are the best people to talk to in Chesterton Community College
about difficulties with learning and Special Educational Needs or disability
(SEND)?]
Who are the best people to talk to in Chesterton Community College about
difficulties with learning and Special Educational Needs or disability (SEND)?
To discuss any aspect of a student’s learning, your first port of call will always be the
form tutor. The form tutor’s role is central in caring for students and monitoring their
progress both academically and socially, encouraging involvement, commitment, and
high standards of work and behaviour.
It may also be appropriate and helpful for you to talk to a specific subject teacher.
Subject teachers are responsible for meeting the needs of all students by using a
variety of teaching styles and providing appropriately differentiated tasks. They
participate in appropriate training and take an active part in the assessment, target
setting and review of students with SEND. They work in partnership with the
SENCO/Assistant SENCo, teaching assistants and progress support workers, as
well as students, parents and outside agencies.
Responsibility for the day-to-day operation of the school’s SEND policy lies with the
Special Educational Needs Coordinator or SENCO. The SENCO coordinates the
provision made for students with SEND as specified in their Statements of Special
Educational Needs or Education, Health and Care Plans by means of Annual
Reviews and liaising with teachers and external agencies. The SENCO also










fulfils statutory obligations and oversees the records for students with
Statements of SEN or Education, Health and Care Plans;
maintains the register of students with Additional Needs and ensures that
teachers know the names of the students with SEND, the reason for their
inclusion on the register and the most effective strategies to support those
students;
promotes and develops a whole-school approach to SEND;
contributes to the in-service training of staff and others, as appropriate;
develops effective ways of overcoming barriers to learning and sustaining
effective teaching;
ensures special exam arrangements are in place to support those students
with special needs, according to the criteria set out by the Joint Council for
Qualifications;
coordinates the work of the Progress Support Workers and the Assistant
SENCo




uses evidence-based strategies to support students with SEND and ensures
other staff do the same;
summarises the key points of the students’ Statements of Special Educational
Needs or Education, Health and Care Plans for teaching staff, Progress
Support Workers, to ensure they take account of those key points when
teaching.

Chesterton Community College also has an Assistant SENCo/SEN Specialist for
Dyslexia, Dyscalculia and Dyspraxia who
• coordinates the provision made for students on the Additional Needs register
with Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD);
• leads on the College's programme to assist students who have SpLD, ensuring
that the College has properly embedded systems and practices which will have a
sustainable impact on students’ personal development, progress and attainment;
• leads on the identification of students who have SpLD and finding out what
works best for them;


liaises with parents of students with SpLD;

• trains and supports teachers to ensure that they make effective provision for
students on the Additional Needs register with SpLD;
• shares knowledge with other key staff, such as the SENCO, the Data and
Intervention Manager and the Senior Leadership Team, to help ensure the
sustainability of the College's provision;
• provides regular reports to parents, the SENCO and the Senior Leadership
Team on the progress of students who are on the Additional Needs register with
Specific Learning Difficulties (SpLD).
[Q2: What are the criteria for being on the Chesterton’s Additional Needs
register?]
What are the criteria for how a child’s needs are identified?

The SEND Code of Practice (6.28-6.35) identifies four broad areas of need:





Communication and Interaction
Cognition and Learning
Social, Emotional and Mental Health Difficulties
Sensory and/or Physical

If a student has a specific diagnosis under one of the four areas of need, he or she
will be flagged up on the College’s reporting system:







continues to make little or no progress in specific areas over a long
period;
continues working at levels substantially below that expected of children of
a similar age; despite additional support.
continues to have difficulty in developing literacy and mathematics skills;
has emotional or behavioural difficulties which substantially and regularly
interfere with the child’s own learning or that of the class group, despite
having an individualised behaviour management programme;
has sensory or physical needs, and requires additional specialist
equipment or regular advice or visits by a specialist service; has ongoing
communication or interaction difficulties that impede the development of
social relationships and cause substantial barriers to learning.

[Q3: What are the different types of support available for children with SEND

at Chesterton Community College?]
What are the different types of support available for children with SEND at
Chesterton Community College?
“High quality teaching, differentiated for individual pupils, is the first step in
responding to pupils who have or may have SEN.”
Special Educational Needs Code of Practice 6.37
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
This page sets out the many different ways in which students who have or may have
special educational needs are supported in school at Chesterton.

 Excellent targeted classroom teaching by subject teachers, also known
as ‘Quality First Teaching’
All students should be getting this in school as part of excellent classroom
practice. It means that:








all teachers have the highest possible expectations for all students in
their class.
all teaching is based on building on what each student already knows,
can do and can understand;
different ways of teaching are in place so that every student is fully
involved in learning in class. This may involve things like using more
practical learning;
all teachers carefully check on every student’s progress. This enables
them to identify any gaps or difficulties in understanding or learning
which may be overcome with extra support to help them make the best
possible progress;
specific strategies (suggested by the SEN specialist or outside
professionals) are in place to support the learning of each student to
meet their special educational needs as required.

 Targeted group work
This type of support is available for any student who has specific gaps in their
understanding of a particular subject or area of learning. Students are:


taught in small groups, also known as Intervention groups, either in the
classroom or elsewhere, which are run by a SEN teacher or a
Progress Support Worker who has been trained to run an Intervention
group;



supported to work towards specific targets which will enable them to
make progress.

 Specialist support involving professionals from outside the school
This type of support is available for any student who has been identified by
the SEN specialist or SENCO (sometimes as a result of parents, carers or
students themselves sharing information or raising concerns) as having
specific barriers to learning that cannot be overcome through Quality First
teaching and Intervention groups alone, meaning that they require additional
specialist support in school. This specialist support will come from a
professional from outside the school, such as the Sensory Service (for
students with a hearing or visual need) or the Speech and Language Therapy
(SALT) Service. The processes by which this level of support is obtained in
school are as follows







parents or carers will be asked to come to a meeting to discuss the
student’s progress and help plan possible ways forward;
parents or carers may be asked to give permission for the school to
refer the student to a specialist professional such as a Speech and
Language Therapist or an Educational Psychologist. This will help the
school and parents, carers and the students themselves understand
the student’s particular needs better and be able to support them more
effectively;
the specialist professional will work with the student to understand their
needs and make recommendations, which may include:
o making changes to the way the student is supported in class such
as giving some individual support or changing some aspects of
teaching to support them better,
o support for setting better targets based on the outside
professional’s specific expertise,
o a group run by school staff under the guidance of the outside
professional such as a social skills group,
o group or individual work with the outside professional;
the school may suggest that the student needs some agreed individual
support in school. The school will tell the student and their parents or
carers how the support will be used and what strategies will be put in
place.

 Specified Individual Support

This type of support is available for students whose learning needs are
severe, complex and lifelong. It is usually provided via a Statement of Special
Educational Needs or an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP).This
means the student will have been identified by the Local Authority as needing
a particularly high level of individual or small group teaching which cannot be

provided from the budget available to the school. Usually the student will also
need specialist support in school from a professional from outside the school
such as the Sensory Service (for students with a hearing or visual need) or
the Speech and Language Therapy (SALT) Service or the Locality Team. The
processes by which this level of support is obtained in school are as follows:










the school or a parent or carer can request that the Local Authority carries
out a statutory assessment of the student’s needs. This is a legal process
which sets out the amount of support that will be provided;
after the school has sent in the request to the Local Authority (together with
all relevant information about the student, including some from the parents
or carers and the student themselves), they will decide whether they think
the student’s needs (as described in the paperwork provided), seem
complex enough to need a statutory assessment. If this is the case they will
ask parents and carers and all professionals involved with the student to
write a report outlining the student’s needs. If they do not think the student
needs a statutory assessment, they will ask the school to continue with the
support interventions;
after the reports have all been sent in, the Local Authority will decide if the
student’s needs are severe, complex and lifelong and whether they need
further support in school to make good progress. If this is the case they will
write an Education Health and Care Plan (this used to be called a
Statement of Special Educational Needs). If this is not the case, they will
ask the school to continue with the support interventions and also set up a
meeting in school to ensure a plan is in place to enable the student to
make as much progress as possible;
the Statement or EHC Plan will outline the funding of individual or small
group support the student will receive from the Local Authority and how the
support should be used and what strategies must be put in place. It will
also set long and short term goals for the student;
the additional funding may be used to support the student with whole class
learning, run individual programmes or run small groups which the student
attends.

[Q4: How can I let the school know I am concerned about my child’s progress
in school?]
1.

In the first instance if you have concerns about your child’s progress you
should speak to your child’s form tutor initially. The form tutor will pass on any
concerns to the Special Educational Needs Coordinator (SENCO) or the
Assistant SENCo.

2.

If having spoken to you feel that your concerns are not being managed and
that your child is still not making progress, you should speak to the
SENCO/Assistant SENCo.

3.

If you are still not happy you can speak to the school SEND Governor or Head
Teacher.

[Q5: How will the school let me know if they have any concerns about my
child’s learning in school?]
If your child is identified as not making progress, the school will arrange a meeting to
discuss this with you in more detail and to:




listen to any concerns you may have;
plan any additional support your child may receive;
discuss with you any referrals to outside professionals to support your
child’s learning

[Q6: Who are the other people providing services to students with special
educational needs and/or disabilities in Chesterton?]
Who are the other people providing services to students with special
educational needs and/or disabilities in Chesterton?













Educational Psychology Service
Sensory Support Service for children with visual or hearing needs
Speech and Language Therapy (provided by Health but paid for by the
Local Authority).
School Nurse
Occupational Therapy
Locality team- A team of professional workers to support the school
Early intervention family worker
Romsey Mill- To help with year 6-7 transition
CAMH
Counsellor
School Listener
Young Carers

[Q7:How are the teachers in Chesterton helped to work with students with
Special Educational Needs and/or disabilities (SEND) and what training do
they have?]


The Assistant SENCo and SENCO roles include support for teachers in
planning for children with SEND.
 The school has a training plan for all staff to improve the teaching and
learning of children including those with SEND. This includes whole-school
training on SEND issues such as Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and
speech and language difficulties. There will be a number of training
programmes for all staff during the next academic year 2016-2017
 Individual teachers and support staff attend training courses run by outside
agencies that are relevant to the needs of individual students in their class, for
example, from the sensory support service or Educational Psychology
department.

[Q8:How is teaching at Chesterton adapted for students with Special
Educational Needs and/or Disabilities?]
How is teaching at Chesterton adapted for students with Special Educational
Needs and/or Disabilities?








Subject teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of all
students in their class, and will ensure that an individual student’s needs
are met.
Specially trained support staff can adapt the teacher’s planning to support
the needs of an individual student where necessary.
Specific resources and strategies will be used to support students with
SEND individually and in groups.
Planning and teaching will be adapted, on a daily basis if needed, to meet
individual student’s learning needs. The Assistant SENCo and SENCO
provide plans to support class teachers to support individual students.
Recorded on CRS

[Q9: How do we measure the progress of students with Special Educational
Needs and/or disabilities at Chesterton?]
How do we measure the progress of students with Special Educational Needs
and/or disabilities at Chesterton?



Progress is continually monitored by form tutors and subject teachers.
Progress is reviewed formally every term and a level of 1 - 9/ predicted grade
will be given in all subjects.
 At the beginning of year 7 and year 9 all students are assessed using the
CAT4 test. This gives a baseline of ability and tracks all progress made. All
new students who arrive at the school, at a different time than year 7 and 9,
will also undertake the CAT4 test to ensure that we have accurate data for all
students and any learning difficulty may be identified.
 Progress of students with a statement of SEND or Education, Health and
Care Plan is formally reviewed at an Annual Review in consultation with all
those involved in the student’s education.
 The Assistant SENCo and SENCO will also check that students with special
educational needs and/or disabilities are making good progress within any
individual work and in any group that they take part in.

[Q10: What support do we have at Chesterton for you as a parent of a child
with a special educational need and/or disability?]
What support do we have at Chesterton for you as a parent of a child with a
special educational need and/or disability?








The form tutor is regularly available to discuss your child’s progress or any
concerns you may have and to share information about what is working
well at home and school so similar strategies can be used.
The SENCO and Assistant SENCo are available to meet with you to
discuss your child’s progress or any concerns or worries you may have and
offer support strategies you can use at home with your child.
All information from outside professionals will be reviewed by the
SENCo/Assistant SENCo and discussed with you face to face or, where
this is not possible, in a report.
Information available in school or sent out by Parentmail

[Q11: How do we support students with special educational needs and/or
disabilities when they are leaving Chesterton or moving on to another class?]
How do we support students with special educational needs and/or disabilities
when they are leaving Chesterton or moving on to another class?
We recognise that transitions can be difficult for a student with SEND and take steps
to ensure that any transition is a smooth as possible.


When a student is moving to another school or further education
establishment we :
o contact the school SENCO and ensure they know about any special
arrangements or support that needs to be made for the student
o make sure that all records about the student are passed on as soon
as possible.



When moving classes in school we
o pass information on to the new class teacher in advance and, in
most cases, a planning meeting will take place with the new teacher.



When a student is moving from primary to secondary school:
o

o
o

the SENCO attends a meeting with the SENCO of their primary
school (and the specialist session for students with an autistic
spectrum disorder, when appropriate).
the student learns about aspects of transition to help them to
understand the changes ahead.
where possible, the student visits their new school on several
occasions and, in some cases, staff from the new school visit the
student in Chesterton.

[Q12: Will my child be eligible for special considerations in class tests and
examinations at Chesterton if they are diagnosed with a specific learning
difficulty?]
Will my child be eligible for special considerations in class tests and
examinations at Chesterton if they are diagnosed with a specific learning
difficulty?
Please see our Assessing for Access Arrangements policy (link under Exam
Support).

[Q13: How can I support my child’s learning at home?]
How can I support my child’s learning at home?
If your child has been diagnosed with a specific learning difficulty, such as dyslexia,
you may find it useful to speak to the SENCO or SEN Specialist about what specific
support you could offer your child at home to aid their learning. Below is a list of
books which are recommended if your child has a specific literacy difficulty. They can
be purchased via any good bookshop or on www.amazon.co.uk












Toe by Toe
Pen grips
Alpha to Omega
Brainbox memory games
Syllabification game
Dyslexia: A Teenager’s Guide
Dyslexia pocketbook
Dyslexia coloured lined paper pads
Colour overlays
Specialist writing pens
Writing slopes // 100+ ides for supporting children with dyslexia

There are also many free apps, which can be downloaded onto your child’s iPad
which will support spelling and memory. These include:


















Einstein
Brain Games
Apples and pairs
Homophones
Irregular plurals
Riddles
TanZen
Chicktionary
Flash Cards
Mind maps
Dyslexia browser
Dyslexia math
Claro Speak UK
Dragon dictation
Free online typing pro – “BBC Dance Mat”
A Parents’ guide to Understanding Dyspraxia
Dyspraxia/DCD Pocketbook

There are many excellent organisations with very informative websites about all
types of learning difficulties and disabilities. If you would prefer to watch and listen to
information rather than read it, most websites contain information videos or you can
try typing the name of the learning difficulty or disability into youtube to hear talks,
interviews and short films on the subject– www.youtube.com
General SEND information and support for families
The SEND gateway offers easy access to high quality information and resources for
meeting the needs of students with special educational needs and disabilities:
www.sendgateway.org.uk
The Department for Education Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Code of
Practice June 2014:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25

The Parent Partnership Service (PPS) offers information, advice and support to
parents and carers who have a child or young person with special educational needs
or a disability. You can contact them in confidence and they promise to listen and
offer you impartial advice and support:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20068/special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/
419/send_support_for_families/3
Contact a Family is the only national charity that exists to support the families of
disabled children whatever their condition or disability: www.cafamily.org.uk
Pinpoint is an independent information, support and involvement network for parents
in Cambridgeshire which helps parents to get involved in service planning and
decision making so that local services meet the needs of families: www.pinpointcambs.org.uk
Special Educational Needs and Disability Tribunal:
http://www.justice.gov.uk/tribunals/send

Advice on a range of topics:
www.educational-psychologist.co.uk
www.warwickshirediscs.co.uk
An online community of and for disabled people: www.youreable.com

Learning difficulties and disabilities directories and A-Zs
www.learningdisabilities.org.uk/help-information/learning-disability-a-z/l/204300
www.cafamily.org.uk/medical-information/conditions

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
Easy Read guide to ADHD: www.learningdisabilities.org.uk/helpinformation/learning-disability-a-z/a/attention-deficit-hyperactivity-disorder-adhd
Living with ADHD: www.livingwithadhd.co.uk
Free tests, books and resources, gifts to purchase (stickers, pens etc.) kids page:
www.adders.org
Resources, especially on vision difficulties: www.add-adhd.org
Parenting Resources: www.adhd.com
American site/research studies: www.chadd.org
Teacher tips. Medication: www.edutechsbs.com/adhd
Autism and Asperger Syndrome
The National Autistic Society: www.autism.org.uk
The National Autistic Society – Cambridge branch: www.cambridge-autism.org.uk
ASD Good Practice Guidance: www.teachernet.gov.uk/autism
Resource site: www.autism-resources.com
Parents’ site: www.fightautismnow.com
General site. Gives an overview of Aspergers: www.aspennj.org
Asperger’s research: www.aspergerssyndrome.net
Asperger’s resources, kid’s corner: www.udel.edu/bkirb/asperger
Autism-Friendly Screenings of films at cinemas in Cambridge: www.dimensionsuk.org/support-services/autism-care/autism-friendly-screenings
Action for Aspergers: www.actionforaspergers.org
Education network: www.asperger.org
For families of adults affected by Asperger’s syndrome: www.faaas.org
Free games, maths, feelings, synonyms/antonyms: www.dotolearn.com

Blind or Visually Impaired
The Royal National Institute of Blind People (RNIB) offers advice and support for
everyone affected by sight loss: www.rnib.org.uk
Camsight offers local support for children and young people with a visual impairment
and their families: www.camsight.org.uk/what-we-do/children-and-young-people
Deaf or Hearing Impaired
The British Deaf Association: www.bda.org.uk
National Deaf Children’s Society: www.ndcs.org.uk
Action on Hearing Loss: www.actiononhearingloss.org.uk
UK Deaf Sport: www.ukdeafsport.org.uk
Music and the Deaf: www.matd.org.uk
Down Syndrome
General websites: www.dsa-uk.com ; www.nas.com/downsyn ;
www.downsyndrome.org
Games to purchase – free downloads of information sheets for parents:
www.downsed.org
Dyscalculia
The Dyscalculia Centre UK: www.dyscalculia.me.uk/index.html

Dyscalculia, Dyslexia and Maths: www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/about-dyslexia/schoolscolleges-and-universities/dyscalculia.html
What is Dyscalulia? Video: www.ncld.org/learning-disability-resources/videos/videowhat-is-dyscalculia
Dyslexia
The British Dyslexia Association; information for parents and for dyslexic people,
education, computers, training etc.: www.bdadyslexia.org.uk
Site written by a student for students. Lots of games, including hand-eye coordination games: www.iamdyslexic.co.uk
The Professional Association for Teachers and Assessors of Students with Specific
Learning Difficulties (SpLD): www.patoss-dyslexia.org
Dyslexia Action: www.dyslexiaaction.org.uk
The Dyslexia-SpLD Trust: www.thedyslexia-spldtrust.org.uk
Based upon Ron Davis’ teaching methods. Information and training. Resources to
purchase: www.dyslexia.com
Information, assessment, resources to purchase: www.dyslexia-inst.org.uk/
Information, articles: www.arkellcentre.org.uk
Cambridgeshire Dyslexia Guidance:
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/info/20068/special_educational_needs_and_disabilities/
422/education_support_for_children_with_special_needs_sen/3
Information, news, articles, teaching methods, resources to purchase: www.dyslexiateacher.com
Sponsored links for assessment, treatments: www.dyslexics.net
Software packages to purchase: www.spellwell.co.uk
Visual disturbance, scotopic sensitivity, coloured overlays: www.irlen.org.uk
Site promoting coloured backgrounds. Asfedic tuning: www.tintavision.com
Dyslexia Awareness Week 3rd-9th November 2014: www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/getinvolved-and-fundraising/dyslexia-awareness-week.html

Dyspraxia (or Developmental Coordination Disorder)
The Dyspraxia Foundation: www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia
Dyspraxia UK: www.dyspraxiauk.com
Students’ website: www.darien/co.uk/dyspraxicteen
Dyspraxia : www.dyscovery.co.uk
Dyspraxia on film: www.dyspraxiafoundation.org.uk/about-dyspraxia/dyspraxia-film
Useful research information: www.fhs.mcmaster.ca/canchilds
Help with handwriting, the National Handwriting Association website: www.nhahandwriting.org.uk
Dyspraxia Awareness Week 13th-17th October 2014:
www.sendgateway.org.uk/training-events.dyspraxia-awareness-week.html

Mental health and emotional wellbeing
YoungMinds is the UK’s leading charity committed to improving the emotional
wellbeing and mental health of children and young people:www.youngminds.org.uk
Centre 33 exists to help young people in Cambridgeshire through a range of free and
confidential services, no matter how big or how small a problem you have. Our team
are used to talking to young people about all sorts of issues, including housing,

sexual health, family problems, bullying – whatever is on your mind, it’s always OK to
talk about it with us: www.centre33.org.uk
Blue smile is a Cambridgeshire children’s charity that provides counselling and
therapy for pupils in schools between the ages of 3 and 13:
www.bluesmileproject.org
Speech, Language and Communication Needs (SLCN)
Information for parents and teachers about speech, language and communication
difficulties in children. Includes an extensive directory of resources:
www.talkingpoint.org.uk
UK charity. Parent led organisation to help children and young people with language
impairments: www.afasic.org.uk
National educational charity for children with SLCN: www.ican.org.uk
Wheelchair-users
Whizz-Kidz provides disabled children and young people with vital mobility
equipment, opportunities to meet and have fun, and training to help them gain skills
and look forward to a bright future: www.whizz-kidz.org.uk
Young Carers
Carers Trust YCNet is a website and online support service for young people aged 18 and under
in the UK, who help to look after someone in their family who has an illness, disability, drug/alcohol
addiction or mental health condition: www.youngcarers.net
NHS choices for Young Carers:
www.nhs.uk/carersdirect/young/Pages/Youngcarershome.aspx
Action for Children support for Young Carers: www.actionforchildren.org.uk/ourservices/young-people/supporting-young-carers

